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diph-thong (dif/theiig. -tboiig. dip/-), n. 1. PAonef. an 
uDsegmentable, gilding speech sound varying continuously 
in phonetic quality but held to be a single sound or phoneme 
as the ot-sound of toy or boil. 2. (not in technical use) a. a 
digraph, as the ea of meat. b. a ligature, as z. [< LL dtpft- 
thonglus) < Gk dXphthongos. lit., haviDg two sounds (di- 
4- vhthonids voice, sound)] — diph-thon-gal (dif- 
thd/jg'gal. -thong/-, dip-), adj. 
diph thong ise (dif/th6fig iz^. -giz/, -tljofig-, dip/-), 
p.t.. 'iaed, -is'ing. Chiefly Brit, dlphtfion^ze. — diph/- 
thong'i*8a/tion, n. 

diph thong ize (dif/^JjeiTg iz/, -giz-'. -Ujofig-. dip/-), 
-ized. -iz'ing. Phonel.. — v.t. 1. to chanee into or pronounce 
as a diphthong, —v.i. 2. to become a diphthong. — diph/- 
thong*i*za/tion, n. 

dlph'y-O'dont (dlf/5 9 dont/). adj. Zool. having two suc- 
cessive sets of teeth, as most mammals. [< Gk diphy{(s) 
double, twofold (di- di-i phy^ growth, nature < phyein to 
produce, grow) -|- -odontJ 

dlplv !• diplomat. 2. diplomatic. 



point charges or magnetic poles of equal magnitude and 
opposite signs, separated by an infinitesimal distance. 2. 
Physical Cnem. a molecule in which the centroid of the 
positive charges Is different from the centroid of the negative 
charges. 3. Also called di/pole anten/na. Radio, Television. 
an antenna of a transmitter or receiver consisting of two 
equal rods extending in opposite directions, [di-* -|- polb^] 
— di-po/lar, adj. 

dlp-per (dlp/ar), n. 1. a person or thing that dips. 2. a 
cuplike container with a long, straight nandle, used for 
dipping liquids. 3, (cap.) Astron. a. Also called Big Dipper, 
the group of seven bright stars in Ursa Major resenxbllng 
such a vessel in outline, b. Also called Little Dipper, a 
similar group in Ursa Minor. 4. any of various diving 
birds, esp. the water ouzels. [ME: diving bird] 

<ilp-PyJdip/S), adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. SJani. mad; foolish; 
ally. [?] 

cUp-so>ma'nl*a (dip/sa mJ/ne 3), n, an irresistible, 
typically periodic, craving for intoxicating drink. [< NL 
< Gk dips(a) thirst -f -o- -o- -I- mania -mania] 



cU'Plex (dl/plex). adj. pertaining to or noting a telegraphic dlp-so-ma'iil-ac (dip^sa m5/n§ ak/), n. a person with an 

— *i M abnormal, irresistible, and insatiable craving for liquor. 

— dip.so*ma«m-a-cal (dip/sa ma ni/a kal), adj. Syn. See 
drunkard, 
dipt (dipt), p. Archaic, pt. of dip>. 

Dip*ter«a (dip/tar a, -tra). n. 1. (italics) the order com- 

S rising the dipterous insects. 2. (I.e.) pi. of dipteron. [< 
< Gk. neut, pi. of dipteros two- winged; see dipterous] 
aiP'ter^an (dip/tar an), adj. 1. dipterous (def. 1). — n. 2. 

a dipterous insect, 
dlp-ter-o-car-pa-ceous (dip^'ta ro kSr pS/sljas), adj. be- 
longing to the Diplerocarpaceae. a family of trees, chiefly of 
tropical Asia. [< NL Dipterocarpaceiae) (Dipterocarpius) 
(see DiPTERA, -0-. -cahp) -f -aceae -aceae) -f -oua] 
diP'ter'On (dip/ta ron/), n.. pi. -ter*a (-tar a), a dipterous 
insect: a fly. [< Gk, neut. of dipteros; see diptbrous] 
(di ~ 



or telephonic system permitting the sending or receiving of 
two signals or messages simultaneously, [oi-^ + -piex, 
modeled on duplex'] 
dlplo-, a combining form meaning "double," "in pairs": 
diplococcus. [< Gk, comb, form of aipl6os twofold] 
dip'lo-blas-tic (dip/la blas/tik), adj. having two germ 
layers, the ectoderm and entoderm, as the embryos of 
sponges and coelenterates. 
dip lo coc cus (dip^la kok/as), n.. pi -coc-ci (-kok/a). 
Bacterial, any of several spherical bacteria occurring in 
pairs, as Diplococcus pneumoniae. [< NL] 
dl'plOd'O-CUS (di plod^a kas), n.. pi. -cus-e's. a huge, 
herbivorous dinosaur of the genus Diplodocus, from the upper 
Jurassic period of western North America, growing to a 
length of about 87 feet. [< NL » diplo- diplo- 4- Gk 
dokds beam. bar. shaft] 
dip*lo*e (dip/lo e^), n. Anat. the cancellate bony tissue 
between the hard inner and outer walls of the bones of the 
cranium. [< Gk: a fold < dipldos diplo-] — di*plo*lc 
(di plo/ik). di>plo«et«ic (dip/lo et^ik), adj, 
diP'lOid (dip/foid), adj. 1. double; twofold. 2. Biol, having 
two similar complements of chromosomes, — n. 3. Biol, an 
organism or cefl having double the haploid number of 
chromosomes. 4. Crystall. a solid belonging to the isometric 
system and having 24 trapezoidal planes. — dip-lof/dic. adj. 
di*plO-ma (di plo/ma), n., pi. -mas, -ma-ta (-ma ta), v.. 
<maed, -making. — -n. 1. a document given by an educa- 
tional institution conferring a degree on a person or certifying 
his satisfactory completion of a course of study. 2. a docu- 
ment conferring some honor, privilege, or power. 3. a pub- 
lic or official document, esD. one of historical interest. 
—v.t. 4. to furnish with a diploma. [< L: a letter of recom- 
mendation, an official document < Gk: a letter folded dou- 
ble = diplOios) DIPLO- -f- -ma n. suffix] 
di*plO'ma*cy (di pIS/ma s5), n. 1. the conduct by govern- 
ment officials of negotiations and other relations between 
nations. 2, the art or science of conducting such negotia- 
tions. 3. skill in managing negotiations, handling people, 
etc., so that there is little or no ill will; t-act. [< F Mplomatie 
(with t pronounced as 5)] 
dip>lo>mat (dip/la mat'), n. 1. a person employed by a 
national government to conduct official negotiations and 
. maintain political, economic, and social relations with 
another country or countries. 2. a person who is tactful 
and skillful in managing a delicate situation, handling 
people, etc. [< F dtp^omafe. back formation from diplo- 
matique diplomatic] 
dip-10*mate (dip/la mat/), n, a person who has received 
a diploma, esp. a doctor, engineer, etc., w^ho has been 
certified as a si)eciatlst by a Board within his profession. 

[dIPLOM(a) + -ATE^] 

dlp'Io*mat-ic (dip^la mat/ik), adj. 1. of, pertaining to, 
or engaged in diplomacy: diplomatic officials; diplomatic 
immunity. 2. skilled in diplomacy; tactful. 3. of or per- 
taining to diplomatics: a diplomatic edition of a text. [< F 
diplomatique < NL dipldmaticius) = L diplomat- (s. of di- 
vloma) DIPLOMA + -icii5 -ic] — dip/lo-mat/i-caMy, adv. 

diplomat^lc corps/, the entire body of diplomats ac- 
credited to and resident at a capital or court. 

dlplomat/ic immu/hlty, exemption from taxation, 
arrest, customs duties, etc., enjoyed by diplomatic officials 
and their dependents under international law. 

dlp-10>mat*ics (dip/la mat/iks). n. {construed as sing.) 
the science of deciphering old official documents and of 
determining their authenticity. 

di*plo*ina*tlst (di plo/ma tist), n. Chiefly Brit, a diplomat 

rDIPLOMAT(rc) + -1ST] 

dl*plO*pi>a (di pl6/pe a), n. Ophthalm. a pathological 
condition of vision in which a single object appears double 
(opposed to haplopia). [< NL] — di'plop*ic (di plop/ik), 
adj. 

dip'lO'POd (dip/la pod/), adj. 1. belonging or pertaining 
to the Diplopoaa. — n. 2. any arthropod of the class Diplo- 
poda, comprising the millipedes. [< NL Diplopodia). See 
DIPL0-. -pod] 

dl-plo-SlS (dl plS/sls), n. Biol, the doubling of the chromo- 
some number by the union of the haploid sets in the union 
of gametes. [< Gk diplosis a doubling - diplioHn) (to) 
double (< dipiOos dipCo-) 4- -dsis -osis] 

dip*no*an (dip^nS ah), adj. 1. belonging or pertaining 
to the group Dipnoi, comprising the lungfishes. — n. 2. 
a dlpnoan fish. [< NL Dipnoii) name of the class, n. use of 
pL of dipnous (adj.) « Gk dipnoios) double-breathing: di- 
di-> + pno(8) breathing, breath, air < pnetn to breathe) + 
-am] 

diP'O'dy (dip/a dS), n., pi. Hlies. Pros, a group of two feet, 
esp., in accentual verse, in which one of the two accented 
syllables bears primary- stress and the other bears secondary 
stress. [< LL dipodia < Gk: the quality of having two 
feet «■ dipod- (s. of dlpous) two-footed (see di-^ -pod) + 
-io-Yj —di.pod-ic (dipod /ik), adi. 

di»pole (di/p5K), n. 1. Physics. Elect, a pair of electric 



dip*ter'OUS (dip/tar as), adj. 1. EntomoL belonging or 
pertaining to the order Diptera, comprising the house- 
ilies. mosquitoes, gnats, etc., characterized typically by a 
single, anterior pair of membranous wings with the posterior 
pair reduced to small, knobbed structures: ■ 2. Bot, having 
two winglike appendages, as seeds, stems, or the like. 
[< NL dipter{us) < Gk dipteros two-winged. See dx->, 

-PTEROUS] 

dlp'tych (dip/tik), n. 1. a hinged two-leaved tablet used 
in ancient times for writing on with a stylus. 2. a pair of 
pictures or carvings on two panels, usually hinged together. 
[< LL diptych(a) writing tablet with two leaves < Gk, 
neut. pi. of diptychos folded together = di- di-* -|- ptychie) a 
fold (< ptSssetn to fold) -|- -a neut. pi. ending] 

Di*rac (di rakO. n. Paul A.dri.en Maurice (S/dr6 an), 
born 1902, English physicist: Nobel prize 1933. 

Dl-rae (dl/re) n.pl. Rom. Myth. Furiae. 

dire (di^r), adj., dtr-er, dir^eet. 1. causing or involving 
great fear or suffering; dreadful; terrible: a dire calamity. 
2. indicating misfortune or disaster: a dire prediction. 3. 
urgent; desperate: in dire need of food. [< L dir(us) fearful, 
unlucky] — dire/ly, adv. — dire/ness, n. 

di-rect (di rekt/. di-), v.t. 1. to guide by advice, helpful 
information, instruction, etc. 2. to regulate the course of; 
control. 3. to administer; manage; supervise: He directs the 
affairs of the company. 4. to give authoritative instructions 
to; command; order or ordain (something): I directed him 
to leave the room. 5. to serve as director for (a musical work, 
play, motion picture, etc). 6. to tell or show (a person) the 
way to a place; guide. 7. to aim or send toward a place or 
object: to direct radio waves around the elobe. 8. to cause to 
move, act, or work toward a given end or result (often fol. 
by to or toward): He directed his energies toward the accom- 
plishment of the work. 9, to address (words, a remark, etc.) 
to a person or persons. 10. to mark (a letter, package, etc.) 
with the name and address of the Intended redpient. 

— 11. to act as a guide. 12. to give commands or orders. 

13. to serve as the director of a play, orchestra, etc. 

— adj. 14. proceeding in a straight line or by the shortest 
course: a direct route. 16. proceeding in an unbroken 
line of descent: a direct descendant. 16. Math, (of a propor- 
tion) containing, terms of which an increase (or decrease) 
in one results in an increase (or decrease) in another: a 
term is said to be in direct proportion to another term if one 
increases (or decreases) as tne other increases (or decreases). 
17, personal or immediate: direct contact with the voters; 
direct exposure to a disease. 18. straightforward; frank; 
candid. 19. absolute; exact: the direct opposite. 20. consist- 
ing exactly of the words originally used: direct quotation. 
21. Govt, of or by action of voters, which takes effect without 
any intervemng agency such as representatives. 22. in- 
evitable; consequential: a direct result of political aaion, 
23. allocated for or arising from a particular known agency, 
process, job, etc.: The new machine was listed by the ac- 
countant as a direct cost. 24. Elect, of or pertaining to direct 
current. 26. Astron. a. moving in an orbit in the same 
direction as the earth in its revolution round the sun. b. ap- 
pearing to move on the celestial sphere in the direction of the 
natural order of the signs of the zodiac, from west to east. 
Cf. retrograde (def. 4). 26. (of dye colors) worWng 
without the use of a mordant; substantive. 

—adv. 27. in a direct manner; directly; straight: Ariswer me 
direct. [ME directien) < L d\rect{us) made straight (ptp. of 
dlrigere to arrange) = di- di-^ + rec- (pert. a. of regere to 
guide) + -t(us) ptp. suffix] — di«rect/nes8, n. . * 
— Syn. 1. See snide. 4. Direct, order, command mean 
to issue instructions. Direct suggests also giving explana^- 
tions or advice; the emphasis is not on the authority of the 
director, but on steps necessary for the accomplishing of a 
purpose. Order connotes a personal relationship, In which 
a person In a superior position Imperatively instructs a sub- 
ordinate (or subordinates) to do something. Command, less 
personal and, often, less specific In detail, suggests greater 
formality and, sometimes, a more fixed authority oh the 
part of the superior. 18- open, sincere, outspoken. — Ant, 

14. devious, roundabout, 
direct/ ac/tion» any action seeking to achieve a result 
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art. aftjc, dare. S.rt; ebb, equal; if. Ice; hot, 5cer. drder; oil; bistk; oQze; out; up. iXrge; 
sing; sijotf,- yjm; Hiat; ^ as in measure; » as In button (but/»n). fire (fPr). See the full 
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